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Fred was born November 26th 1881 to Joseph 

and Elizabeth (Mauer) Kurtz, in the Isle of Hope, 

Georgia.  While only one week old, his family 

moved to New York City.  His mother was a pro-

fessional singer and painter, while his father was 

an inventor of self-playing musical instruments. 

He left home at an early age and moved to 

Philadelphia.  While there, he acquired a job at a 

commercial art business and learned the arts of 

painting and creating stained glass.  He also stud-

ied art at the Drexel Institute in Philadelphia and 

later at the Slade School in London, England. 

From 1904 until 1906 he lived on an island near 

Tahiti pursuing life as a painter.  One notable por-

trait painted during his many years of traveling 

was Abdul-Hamid II, the Sultan of Turkey.  He re-

ferred to the sultan as the “ugliest man” he ever 

painted.  At one time he was in the Western U.S. 

painting among the Indians. While there, he be-

came an expert at making bow and arrows and 

learned the crafts of pottery and Indian bead art-

ist. 

In 1932 he moved to “The Corner House” in 

Hunterstown.  It is located where the Hunterstown-

Hampton and Swift Run Roads intersect.  During 

the mid 1950s he advertised in the local papers to 

sell painted trays and tins. 

Fred was well known for his stained glass win-

dows, several of which are in Gettysburg.  He has 

two windows at the Prince of Peace Episcopal 

Church in Gettysburg.  One of them depicts St. 

John while the other Jesus’s statement, “suffer the 

little children to come unto me”.  He also created 

two windows for the Sigma Chi house and a me-

morial window at the Trinity United Church of 

Christ honoring Harrison and Nevada Harbach. 

Some of his oil paintings included; a painting 

of a white barn on the Richard Kammerer farm in 

Hunterstown, “Ozark Pattern”, “Portrait of Jean”, 

“June Wheat”, “Village Back Yard” and the “Old 

Hay Wharf”.  One of his watercolors was entitled 

“On Her Dresser Top”. 

One of his paintings hangs in the lobby of the 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower Library in Abi-

lene, Kansas.  It is one of five scenes of Eisen-

hower’s life included in the library.  His painting 

shows the former President and Mrs. Eisen-

hower’s home in Gettysburg, before it was re-

modeled. 

Mr. Kurtz died in May 1963 at 

the Warner Hospital in Gettysburg.  

An accomplished artist, he had 

won many awards.  He is buried at  

the Great Conewago Presbyterian 

Cemetery. 
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OUR NEW MEETING LOCATION 

The Cornerstone Worship Center located at 888 Cole-

man Road, is a new facility with paved parking spaces and 

overflow parking, if needed. 

Pastor Patrick and Sharon Clady have graciously al-

lowed the Hunterstown Historical Society to hold it’s 

monthly meetings in their facility.  They have several class-

rooms in the building that can serve our needs in both 

meetings and scheduled presentations. 

Thank you for your support of the community!  

We hope to have a long and fruitful relationship.  

The new year rings in a new direction for the Hunterstown His-

torical Society.   Hunterstown native and lifetime resident, Joe Mat-

thews, was elected to serve as president of the society.  Our meet-

ings are now held monthly (3rd Thursday of every month at 7 PM) 

at the Cornerstone  Worship Center, 888 Coleman Road. 

  We are planning to have informative presentations on the his-

tory of Hunterstown two or three times a year.  These will be free 

and open to the public.  This year we are planning two presenta-

tions, the first one will be March 18 on the “Battle of Hunterstown”, 

presented by Mike Vallone, a certified Battlefield Guide.  A second 

presentation is planned for October, details will be in the May 

Newsletter.  We will hold the 6th Annual July event, which will now 

be called the “Historic Walk and Circling Camp - Hunterstown”.  

This year it will include a living encampment of the PA 16th Volun-

teers.  They will camp on the Tate Farm the night of June 30th and 

remain for the event on July 1st. 

  The Veterans’ Day Program will be held again this year on No-

vember 11th at 11:00 AM.  However we hope to have a larger event 

this year.  It will be held inside at the Cornerstone Worship Center.  

They have a wonderful facility and have been very gracious in ac-

commodating our needs.  Parking will not be a problem!  

Weõre on the Web! 

www.hunterstown1863.com 
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Our Sponsors 

(Copies will be  

available at these  

locations)  

 

Services: (Sundays) 

SS -  9 :30 AM 

Worship - 10:30 AM 

Hunterstown Woodworks  

88 Hunterstown-Hampton Road 

Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Phone: 717-338-0126 
hunterstownwoodworks@gmail.com 

 

Reproduction & 

Custom Furniture 
 

Moldings & Picture Framing 
 

Rocking Chairs 

Hunterstown Diner  
25 Sandoe Road 

Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Phone: 717-398-2498 

Fax: 717-398-2499 

 

Breakfast Served All Day 

 

Our Entire Menu is 

Available for Take Out 

 

We accept VISA & MasterCard 

NO Personal Checks 


